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We hope you and your family are well and safe during these uncertain times.

Even when faced with a pandemic, illness and challenges we still were able to provide an
excellent clinical service, with no interruptions and supporting each other through it all.

We like to thank all our
staff in all 3 centres,
Chris Hani Barawanath
Academic

Hospital,

Charlotte Maxeke Jhb
Academic

Hospital,

Nelson

Mandela

Childrens Hospital and
all SFLL staff members
who

work

tirelessly

during this time.

Thank you!

The organization has been receiving ongoing financial support from corporates and
Individual donors. Clothing, books, art materials and toys donations from schools and
Communities. Please read more about it below.
WE APPRECIATE YOU ALL!

PROJECTS
Online Store
Our Online store is live. Head over to our website http://www.surgeonsforlittlelives.org/shop/
and help us support our projects by purchasing our amazing t-shirts, socks, cycling shirts, caps,
fleeces and water bottles.

You can also purchase Prof Loveland’s book which speaks about the history of Paediatric
Surgery at WITS. This is also available on our online store.

Burns Prevention Campaign
We would like to thank everyone who was involved in our Burns Prevention Awareness Month
program, as well all the support and donations we have received throughout! These stats are no
lie, the numbers are very high during winter season. Please can we keep our
children safe, refer to all the Burns related posts in our social media
timeline to see how!
Keep safe!!!

Thank you to GreenGrass for all the Artwork, we really appreciate all your support!

You can still make a donation!
Account details: Surgeons for Little Lives NPC | Investec Bank | 580105 | 10011659268

Reference: Burns

DONATIONS
Unilever
Our very loyal and longstanding sponsor Unilever has donated cleaning, washing and bathing
supplies all to be used in our sleepover facility, throughout the year.

THANK YOU THANK YOU!! We really appreciate the support over
the years.

Wide-open Platform & TLC
Huge thank you to Wide-open Platform and TLC for the advertising campaigns that they ran
for us at no cost to raise awareness for SFLL and assist in fundraising.

We really appreciate all you have done for us!

Stone’s Birthday Donation
It was Samantha Stone's birthday in February and she decided that she would celebrate by
buying and handing out some amazing snacks to the nurses
and doctors with a little appreciation note attached to the
pack!
Samantha's child was operated on and treated by our
surgeons in the past, and she was just too grateful that she
decided to do this to show appreciation!!
Thank you Samantha, Jay and Nate as well for the sweetest
gesture

Wishlist items purchased


Brand new Hypospadias sets. New scissors, forceps and needle holders. And for the
first time a goniometer to properly measure curvature.



A top of the range sonar machine that was donated to Surgeons for Little Lives. We are
now lucky enough to use it in our Burns unit as we have never had one before.



Our Goulian weck knives have arrived. It is a small blade used to debride deep burn
wounds in theatre. Early debridement and cover has massively decreased our
mortalities and improved our outcomes in our Peadiatric burn Unit.

Thank you to everyone who donated and continues to donate towards our wishlist items! You
can also request our wishlist document if you wish to make a contribution.

Breast pumps Donation
This was an amazing donation for our milk kitchen, it has continued to make things so much
easier for the staff and the moms who express breastmilk to donate.
Thank you to Giulia Brisighelli and Sally Faber for
these amazing Medela Electric
Breastpumps and the Avent storage cups!

Clothing Drive
Thank you to everyone who continues to donate towards our clothing drives.
Do you have old clothes, which you no longer wear? Adult and children or baby sizes are all
welcome. Please contact us!

Vaccination Team
SFLL donated R6500 towards food for the vaccination team in Baragwanath Hospital.

PS: The whole Paediatric Surgery & SFLLs team has been
vaccinated!

Easter
The parents at the Parks Pre-Primary School & the Wits Surgical society team were kind
enough to donate many boxes of Easter eggs for our patients this Easter.
Thank you all so much, we really appreciate it!

iMvula Donation
A big thank you goes out from all of us at Surgeons for Little Lives to iMvula for their very
generous donation! iMvula has set up a monthly donation
to SFLL which helps us greatly to cover our monthly
salaries and overheads. Do you think your company could
do something similar? You will receive a Section 18A
certificate and many thank you’s and smiles from the little
faces we are able to help with your support.

Tony & Russell Hoole
Thanks to Toni and Russell Hoole for the donation of nappies, baby wipes, bum creams, scented
nappy sacks, angel care nappy disposal system
which have been placed in the colorectal clinic
for use by our patients.
They have also donated toddler clothes, shoes
and toys which have been distributed to the
SFLL clothing drive and discharge packs.
Really appreciated.

Blanket Drive
Sara Perez celebrated her 8th birthday early this year. In order to make this little girls
celebration covid safe, she had a wonderful 'drive by' party where her friends came past and
got to wish her a brief happy birthday.

In the past year covid has taught us all that it's the simple things in life that count. That focusing
on what's really important and meaningful is what truly gives one the hope and courage to see
the positives in a world of many hardships and pain.

Sara decided that she would like to use her birthday drive by as an opportunity to spread
kindness and help those that are in need. After
making some enquiries Sara and her mom came
into contact with the incredibly inspiring Amy
Pleaner, who devotes an unbelievable amount of
her time, energy and focus into community
outreach and charity work. With Amy's help an
amazing project came together.
Sara asked her friends to bring blankets to her party
which would be donated on their behalf. And this
is how the enormously successful blanket
collection, for the pediatric wards of the
Baragwanath Hospital came into fruition.
Amy Pleaner and her partner Marni Graff of 'Back
a Pupil' accompanied Sara's mother and another good friend Julie Kahan to Baragwanath
Hospital.
The incredible Razeena Salootjie, from little miracles, was also immediately on board and
donated over 120 blankets to be distributed as well.
It was a site to see as the team of ladies charted a patient trolley which they used as a trolley,
piled high with blankets, all over the hospital campus in search of children that would now be
able to go home with a warm winter blankets.

The children were so grateful to be receiving their very own gift from a visitor that brought
along with it, love, kindness and words of encouragement.
Sara was overjoyed to have been a part of something so special and her classmates were so
excited to see all the photos of their blanket donations being distributed to such a worthy cause.
May Sara's birthday collection inspire many other people to use opportunities like hers, to make
a difference in the lives of others.

Activity packs
We received amazing activity bags and packs containing books, color
pencils, pens and etc. These worked so well with our discharge packs project!

FeedSA we really appreciate the continued support.

PS: Consent was granted to post the patient image from
guardian!

SUSAN AND ERIK!
“We got engaged during lockdown while still living in Mauritius. Covid hit us particularly hard
as my fiancé (now hubby) is a pilot and Air Mauritius went into Business Rescue. After months
of uncertainty, he was put on leave without pay along with many other expat pilots and we
returned to SA. We have been given so much
support by family members and friends, not
only throughout Covid, but throughout our
whole relationship, that setting up a traditional
wedding registry for gifts just didn't feel right
for us or where we are at this stage of our lives.

We have a very special little boy in our lives,
Nate Stone. He is the son of good friends,
Samantha and Jason. Nate was born with a very
rare condition called Bladder Extrophy and as
a result of this, he was only 3 days old when he had his first major surgery.

He's had many complications since then and spent most of his first year in hospital and has had
6 other surgeries since then. He is the bravest boy we know. It is through Nate that we came
across Surgeons for Little Lives, the work that you do and the phenomenal surgeons
that are so invested in these brave little souls.

You are one of the reasons that Nate is now 5 years old and continuously smashing every
obstacle down that he faces along the way. It's truly astounding to think that at one point noone knew if this little boy would ever walk, let alone play soccer and swim! Nate was the
ringbearer at our wedding on 22 May and not only carried the ringbox with pride, but ran up
the aisle with enthusiasm!
We are so thankful to our friends and family for donating to this wonderful cause. We are so
happy to have had the opportunity to share our happiness!”
Susan and Erik.

Mumz with Hearts
Discharge and Admissions packs through our Monday Outreach program "Mumz with Hearts".
They collected items and were assisted by their little
ones to pack. We thank you all so much.
We hand these packs out daily, we would therefore like
to request more packs from you.

If you would like to donate items such as toys/soft toys,
disposable nappies & wipes, clothes 0-13 yrs,
toothpastes, toothbrushes and etc. Please send us an
email info@surgeonsoforlittlelives.org

Baby Brunch SA
THANK YOU SO MUCH TO @babybrunchsa for the donation of R10 000.00
The cheque was handed over during their visit to Bara!!
This is a personal message from the Baby Brunch SA team:
"The world needs You and Me. This was life changing.
@babybrunchsa in our personal capacity made a donation of R10 000 to this organization and
we could not do it without you!

@babybrunchsa did a Podcast and Video on - Child Cancer how to Support these little lives This week we had a chance to
visit the unit in Bara Soweto to
see where these Little Lives
live, and to meet the Team
behind these lifesaving stories.
A B I G thank you and Well
done to Prof Jerome Loveland,
@Surgensonsforlittlelives,
Ansie and the rest of the team.
And a massive
T H A N K S to You for Your
support."

Expressive Arts 2020/2021
“The last year in the Hospital environment has been different to previous years due to the Covid
19 pandemic, but whenever it was safe to do so, the Expressive Art Programme continued.
I work with the children at the Paediatric Burns Unit as often as permitted, but mostly I have
been running the bi-weekly art sessions at the general Paediatric Ward 32.

Unfortunately, when The Charlotte Maxeke became a Covid 19 hospital, around April 2020, I
had to discontinue our art programme
there. Hopefully, once the hospital is
restored after the fire and things are a bit
more normal there, I can resume the
programme in the Children’s Orthopaedic
Ward again? The Expressive Art & Play
sessions have been really beneficial
during these Covid times. Especially when
the parents aren’t allowed to visit their children as they would normally.

Having Nthabeleng, Tshepiso, occasional volunteers and me, who could be a Mom/Granny to
them, definitely calms and settles the children. Ward 32 has the Library/Playroom, where we
do our arts and crafts, painting, playing with Lego and cars and toys, watching TV and talking,
is a really fantastic place for the children to be creatively productive and hang out. We all try
to help the children feel as though hospital isn’t scary and lonely.

Nthabeleng and Tshepiso are very good with the children, very patient with the babies and have
the added advantage of being able to speak extra languages. My limited Zulu helps a lot too.
The girls help with the art sessions when they can and I believe they have learnt some art and
facilitation skills during the times we work together. When the weather is good, we take as
many children outdoors to the playground as we can. We play out there and also set up art
tables. We have had really good creative sessions out there.
At the Paediatric Burns Unit, I sometimes facilitate art sessions in the ward if the children aren’t
mobile or if it’s a bit cold, or down in the gym/playroom if they are able. The children love
going there, so it encourages them to walk and move. It is great to have the extra playroom
space for when we can take the children out of their beds and into a much more fun
environment. Having the doors there also allows the children to breathe in some fresh air and
occasionally walk out into the sun.
I have established many great relationships with the doctors, nurses, OT’s, Physio’s, Sam and
security staff. I do feel that they trust me with all the precious children and babies. Expressive
Art and Play, music and movement etc. are very important in the children’s healing process,
but most crucial is that they feel fully loved and cared for at the same time! We’ve had some
wonderful donations of art equipment, books and some beautiful toys. This has all helped
greatly to fill up my art bags, the discharge packs and the library/playroom at Ward 32.
The OT’s at the Paediatric Burns Unit have tidied and sorted the gym/playroom there, nicely
and there seems to be enough books and toys etc. They also have much nicer pyjamas for the
children than Ward 32. From what I see, the children’s pyjamas at Bara generally at the
moment, are well-worn and they could do with heaps of new ones…
linen and blankets too.” – Janine Rech – Expressive Artist

PATIENTS FEEDBACK
Mamokhethi Mabesa
Patient Mamokhethi daughter to Au Mabesa admitted to Chris Hani Baragwanath Academic
Hospital for an operation to remove a kidney
due to cancer. The patient is from Lesotho, they
were referred to Bloemfontein Univestas
Hospital. They were then referred to

Chris Hani Baragwanath Academic Hospital
due to complications. Mamokhethi had to be
accompanied by her dad due to the fact that her
mother does not have a passport. Luckily our Sleepover facility caters for dads too. Au was
able to remain in Hospital while his daughter was hospitalized & was even there for her when
she went for her operation.

"I felt very good to be here during my daughters stay in Hospital as I could easily get
information on her progress from the doctor's and I could see her at any time. I am truly grateful
to Dr Nirav Patel for all he has done for my daughter and all the other doctors and nurses
involved. I also want to pass my gratitude to the staff in the Sleepover facility, everything was
in order and all our requests were attended to. Given the circumstance of being there, it was a
big relief being a lodger in the facility."

NB: Necessary consent was granted to post the patient image from parent/guardian!

Tumelo Motlepa
This is Tumelo Motlepa a 10 year old boy who sustained 45% flame burns in September
2020. During his long admission he also stayed in ICU for 3 months. He is a happy,
functional real little burn hero.

NB: Consent was granted to post the
patient images from the guardian!

EVENTS
Due to Covid19 regulations in the past year or so, we were unable to host any events. However
we had an event in October 2021 and it was amazing. Look out for feedback on how it went on
our social media pages.

Volunteer opportunities at Surgeons for Little Lives
Every month, especially during school holidays, Surgeons for Little Lives has the pleasure of
hosting multiple volunteers, whether for Community Service, Expressive Arts, Job Shadowing
or Corporate CSI programmes. We appreciate all the positive feedback received by our
volunteers, if you would like to read more about these or to get involved, please visit our
website www.surgeonsforlittlelives.org under Get involved – Volunteer feedback

Donations received FY2019/2020 vs FY2020/2021
In our Financial Year (FY) 2019/2020 we received just over R6m of donations, compared to
just less than R1m in 2020/2021. Our non-financial donations (clothes, toys, art supplies etc.)
though went up in FY 2020/2021 from 37 to 39 clusters of donations.

For the above we are extremely grateful - thank you!! In FY 2020/2021, we were still able to
pay all our staff full salaries, we spent: R406 000 on allocated projects, R145 000
on medical equipment and medical consumables for our patients, R66 000
on staff training, and R123 000 on our therapeutic art project. We couldn't
have done the above without your support. We are truly grateful!!

Donations
We are a growing charity and because of that we need all the donations we can get. There are
many ways to donate, the easiest being email noluthando@surgeonsforlittlelives.org. Donate
via our website or use our banking details below.
County of Bank

South Africa

Currency

ZAR

Bank name

Investec Bank

Branch

100 Grayston Drive, Sandton

Branch code

58 01 05

Type of Account

10011659268

NPC Reg. No

2013/16891/08

Swift Code

IVESZAJJ

We also have Zapper, download the app and scan the QR code below to donate.

We are part of the MySchool fundraising programme. Join the programme and sign up SFLL.

Please follow our social media pages for daily updates and posts!

Birthdays celebrated in the past few months by members of our team. Surgeons for
Little Lives would like to wish a happy birthday to:
Ansie Welthagen (Operational Manager) – 07 February
Mathapelo Mabaso (Data Capturer) – 11 February
Dr Kerry Matthews (Business Manager) – 17 March
Seilatsatsi Ndlovu ( Housemother/Playsupervisor) – 28 May
Dr Andrew Grieve (Board Director) – 29 May
Mpumelelo Mbangwa (Board Director) – 26 June
Adelle Wapnick (Board Director) – 11 August
Stan Kadewere (General worker) – 11 August
Ellen Ngcongo (Board Director) – 19 September
Prof Jerome Loveland (Chairman of the Board) – 06 October

To all reading this newsletter, we so appreciate your interest! Thank you for being
a friend of Surgeons for Little Lives.

