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 Quarter 

We finally bid farewell to winter and welcome summer and its much anticipated 

fundraising events. Have a look at what we have been up to in the past few months 

and also what lies ahead in the few months remaining before year end. 

 

FUNDRAISING EVENTS 

 

My Fathers Coat 2 August 2018 

 

“MY FATHER’S COAT” is the 

culmination of a personal challenge for 

Michael Charton. A decade-long 

ambition to make the incredible story, that is South African history, more accessible 

to visitors and South Africans alike.  

The idea was to condense the epic narrative of South Africa’s history into a bite-size 

story which is both compelling and accurate. A colossal, time-consuming challenge; 

but one which has given rise to a very unique product, providing order and meaning 

and emotion to a notoriously complex subject. 

But importantly, this is no history lecture. This is a story. A story told by weaving 

together five prominent and directly interlinked protagonists spanning 200 turbulent 

years: Mzilikazi, Kruger, Rhodes, Smuts and Mandela. 

So, while historians actively try to eliminate the biases so prevalent in our story; 

Michael embraces them. He invites you to climb into their shoes, where, by subtly 

endorsing their beliefs and biases, he lures you under their spell. 

But with the introduction of each subsequent character, new facts are carefully 

leaked into the narrative, undermining previous biases and providing a new depth of 

understanding; until a balanced view eventually emerges. 



 

 

Further, and because the lives of these characters overlapped, there are unique 

opportunities to tell the same pivotal 

encounters in the story through both 

sets of eyes. This was a very well 

attended and successful fundraising 

event for SFLL. We thank all those 

who organised this event and all 

those who supported it!! 

 

 

Annual Fundraiser 2018 

 

Surgeons for Little Lives was able to raise over R1 million at our annual charity event, 

which was held on 11th October at the Johannesburg Country Club. 

We also received the kind donation of a golf cart; one of the items on our Wishlist. 

 

The fundraiser, which was attended by 305 guests, is a key event on our calendar; 

helping not only to generate much needed funding but also to raise awareness 

around the work we do and to give thanks 

to the donors and volunteers involved 

with Surgeons for Little Lives. 

To date, we have managed to make an 

invaluable contribution to the quality of 

care received by our young patients. One 

of our greatest accomplishments thus far, 

has been the establishment of the Parental Sleepover Facility at the Chris Hani 

Baragwanath Academic Hospital, which opened its doors in February this year. Since 

its opening, the unit has hosted more than 300 mothers, fathers, grandparents and 

caregivers, ensuring that patients whose parents live far distances from the hospital 

are able to derive comfort from their presence. The relief for both children and 

parents is significant. 



 

 

We also announced at the event that we have raised enough funds to start building a 

Lactation Unit and Breast Milk Bank at the Chris Hani Baragwanath Academic Hospital 

in Soweto. This project was launched in 2017 and the team will be ready to break 

ground early next year. 

 

The funds raised at this year’s function will be 

invested in existing projects, as well as being 

used to purchase items on our Wishlist. We are 

also gearing to start our next project: the 

establishment of a dedicated Paediatric 

Emergency Department at Chris Hani Baragwanath Academic Hospital. 

This will be a major development for the hospital, which is the third largest in the 

world and serves a catchment area of 10 million people. 

 

We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to all those who so generously donated 

items for our auction at this year’s fundraising event – including: The Grillhouse, 

Rovos Rail, Discovery Vitality Health, Merrill Lynch SA, Jono Wolberg, Gravity Tours, 

Soweto Towers, Goodman Gallery, Paco Rugs, Tokara, Umngazi River Bungalows, 

Marine Dynamics, Redlined Motoring Adventure, Strauss&Co, Samara Private Game 

Lodge, Rand Merchant Bank, De Hoop Collection, Kirsten Goss, Meridian Wine 

Merchants. 

 

A special mention of thanks also goes to the people and companies who selflessly 

donated their time and services at no cost, including: Brandsync, Inquba, Craig 

Wapnick, Dan Nicholl, Doug Bird, Ethan Macrae, Photography by Inga, The Art Room, 

The Framing Company. 

 

Old Mutual MTB Joberg2c 2018  

SFLL will again have a team in this mountain bike ride taking place in April 2019, 

entries are still open and all the information is up on the website and on our 

Facebook page. You are also welcome to email lauren@surgeonsforlittlelives.org for 

any queries. We hope to see you there. 

mailto:lauren@surgeonsforlittlelives.org


 

 

 

Telkom 947 Cycle Challenge 2018 

“I am Nadine Marais. A BSc Sport Science (Hons) graduate who is extremely 

passionate about sport, specifically swimming. It’s this passion that has paved the 

path to where I am today. Not only do I still enjoy swimming myself, I am privileged to 

be able to coach it as well. 

 

Sport Science and swimming has opened doors to 

many things like my new found love of cycling. I 

started cycling recreationally in May this year which 

led to me entering “The Replacements” competition 

with 94.7 and Trek Bicycles. To my surprise I won the 

task of cycling for Lucky du Plessis on an awesome 

Trek bicycle and will be cycling the Telkom 947 Cycle Challenge on Sunday 18 

November 2018. 

 

As Ben Parker wisely told us: “with great power comes great responsibility“. And one 

such responsibility is to help those who unfortunately cannot help themselves. Just like 

my passion for sport, I too have a passion for children and being part of their progress 

and growth but without their health or true care they cannot reach their true 

potential. 

 

This is why I am cycling for Surgeons for Little Lives – as cliched as this may sound, 

these little people are our future and it’s our responsibility to ensure that they are fit 

and equipped to take on that role when their time comes. 

 

Join me in Cycling for a Purpose and Cycle for Surgeons for Little Lives! Let’s show our 

youngest members that our beautiful country still has a heart of gold!” 

 

 

 



 

 

Kilimanjaro 

The Mount Kilimanjaro team, in support of and raising awareness for Surgeons for 

Little Lives. Thank you all so much!!! 

 

 

PROJECTS 

 

Ward 32 Renovations  

To view the progress of the ward 32 project, please follow the link below 

http://www.surgeonsforlittlelives.org/project/ward-32-revamp/ 

 

Expressive arts 

Drawing and painting continues to help children heal emotionally from difficult 

experiences. The children benefitting from this opportunity range in age from 

toddlers to 17 years old. 

 

A common drawing theme for both girls and boys is a house. The children miss their 

homes while in hospital. 

Sometimes their homes have been 

destroyed by fire.  Often they are 

drawing and painting their future 

homes. 

 

http://www.surgeonsforlittlelives.org/project/ward-32-revamp/


 

 

Even though the art is mainly for expression and ability isn’t important, a lot of the 

children are very talented and get a lot of pleasure and fun out of the hours spent 

creating their masterpieces. 

The children love making greeting cards with stickers and drawings too. They also love 

building with Duplo and blocks.  

 

One young 9 year old boy named ‘A’, in last week’s art session in the Orthopaedic 

ward at the Charlotte Maxeke Johannesburg Academic Hospital, was in a wheel chair 

because his leg had been severed in a train accident. 

After talking about his traumatic experience and how 

another young boy pushed him in front of the train, he 

drew the train and himself lying on the track. He then 

drew a new, more positive picture of his home and he 

spoke about life going forward. This process helped him 

to talk more to his mother, who came to visit him a 

while later. 

 

The wards at the two hospitals differ in size, but most 

weeks at the Charlotte Maxeke, there can be 16 

children or more benefitting from the Expresssive Art sessions. 

Anybody wanting to assist with art as community work on a Wednesday or Thursday 

morning, please contact noluthando@surgeonsforlittlelives.org 

 

Volunteer opportunity 

Every month Surgeons for Little Lives has the pleasure of hosting multiple volunteers; 

whether Community service, Job shadowing or Corporate Teams. We appreciate all 

the positive feedback received by our volunteers, if you would like to read more 

about it or to get involved please visit our website under the Get involved – Volunteer 

Feedback section and complete the form. 
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CORPORATE SPONSORS & DONORS 

 

Healing Waters Foundation 

The little patients had a visit from the Healing Waters Foundation, they were spoiled 

with small bags with treats and teddy bears on the day. Thank you for your efforts 

and you time. To read more about what Healing Waters Foundation is all about, 

please visit our website or you can also visit their website on 

www.hwfoundation.co.za 

 

 

Unilever 

Our second donation from Unilever was received in September, we really cannot 

thank you enough!!! All the cleaning and cooking essentials are really helpful for our 

Sleepover Facility. 

 

Donation of Sonar Machine by Christina Oetzmann 

 

“During my two-year rotation at Bara I remember 

some life-threatening situations for our little 

patients who underwent emergency surgery for 

various congenital malformations. Not all neonates 

could receive a heart echo previous to surgery as the 

ultrasound was not always available.   

 

When my husband and I got married we asked our 

friends and family to collect money for an 

http://www.hwfoundation.co.za/


 

 

ultrasound especially for neonates so that each patient can receive a complete the 

preoperative diagnosis. 

 

We thank all of our friends and family who made this possible!” 

 

Donations 

Thank you to everyone who has donated to our charity to date; be it clothes, your 

time or funding we really do appreciate it. Please continue to do so and spread the 

word. 

There are many ways to donate. If you want to donate clothes or want to volunteer 

please sign up on our website or email noluthando@surgeonsforlittlelives.org for 

donations. 

 

Alternatively, SFLL is also part of the MySchool fundraising programme. It’s so easy, 

join the programme and sign up SFLL. 

 

We also have zapper, download the app and scan the QR code below to donate 

 

Donate through our website or even use our banking details below. 

 
Country of Bank               South Africa  

Currency  

Bank  

    ZAR 

    Investec Bank Limited  

Branch      100 Grayston Drive, Sandton 

Branch code      58 01 05  

Type of account      Current Account  

Account Number   10011659268 

Company No.    2013/168912/08 

Swift Code    IVESZAJJ 
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Many birthdays were celebrated in the past quarter by members of our team so 

Surgeons for Little Lives would like to wish a happy birthday to:  

 

SFLL Directors –  Jackie Ahier – 25 July  

Adelle Wapnick - 11 August 

Lauren Frew – 20 August 

   Ellen Ngcongo – 19 September 

   Prof Jerome Loveland – 06 October 

 
 

 

To all reading this newsletter, we really do appreciate your interest and support!!! 


